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1.

5.38

PURPOSE:

This policy and its associated procedural guidelines are intended to provide direction to
protect all employees during a Thunder and Lighting Storm.
2.

SCOPE:

These requirements apply to all Town of Fort Frances employees, contract personnel and
contractors.
4.

3.

RESPONSIBILITIES:
I.

All individuals who are potentially exposed to the dangers from a Thunder and
Lighting Storm are responsible for understanding and carrying out the
responsibilities and duties outlined in this policy.

II.

The supervisor and Manager are responsible for ensuring that the employees
are properly trained and that the policy is adhered to.

PROCEDURE
i.

Since Thunder occurs as a result of lightning, if thunder can be heard, then
the presence of lighting is actual. If Thunder can be heard, or lightning
sighted, no individual shall participate in work in an exposed or open area. All
individuals shall take cover in the nearest available building, and shall remain
there until the storm has considered to have ended, which shall be 30
minutes after the last sounding of thunder or sighting of lightning.
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ii.

If caught in the open during a thunder and lighting storm go to the nearest
building immediately. If no shelter is available, crouch down immediately in
the lowest possible spot, do not lie down. Be aware of potential flooding in low
lying areas.

iii.

If outdoors during a thunder and lightning storm, avoid water. Also avoid
metal objects such as wires, fences, power tools, railroad tracks, etc. Unsafe
places include: tents, golf carts, underneath trees. Avoid tall objects, hilltops
and open spaces. Where possible, find shelter in a building or in a fully
enclosed metal vehicle, such as a car, with the windows shut.

iv.

If indoors during a thunder and lightning storm, avoid water! Stay away from
open doors and windows. Hang up the telephone and take off headsets,
because lightning may strike electric and phone lines and induce shocks.
Turn off and stay away from appliances, computers, televisions sets, power
tools etc. Stay inside until the storm is over.
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